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Subject: Tackling Cheap Alcohol and Alcohol Harm in our Communities 
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Is this a Key 
Decision:
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Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

N

Summary:

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the work to tackle the harm caused 
by alcohol in our communities and to seek Board support to participate with other 
similarly minded authorities across the North to build support amongst the public and 
politicians for the introduction of Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP).

Recommendation(s):

1) That the report be noted; and

2) That the Board supports the decision for Sefton to participate with other similarly 
minded authorities across the North of England to build support amongst the 
public and politicians for the introduction of Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP).

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

The work will help formulate the future strategic response to this issue. 

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

Not applicable. 

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

Not applicable



(B) Capital Costs

Not applicable 

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable: Positive impact 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Positive impact

Commission, broker and provide core services: Positive impact

Place – leadership and influencer: Positive impact

Drivers of change and reform: Positive impact

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: Positive impact 

Greater income for social investment: Possible positive impact 

Cleaner Greener: Neutral impact 

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD5860/19) has been consulted and notes that there 
are no direct financial implications associated with this report.

The Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD4094/19) has been consulted and any 
comments have been incorporated into the report.

Cabinet Member – Health and Wellbeing has been consulted

(B) External Consultations 

None to date. 



Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Board meeting.

Contact Officer: Alan McGee
Telephone Number: 0151 934 3178
Email Address: alan.mcgee@sefton.gov.uk  

Appendices:

The following appendices are attached to this report: 

University of Sheffield MUP Data for Sefton

University of Sheffield MUP Question and Answer Sheet 

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.

1. Introduction

1.1 Alcohol is a significant public health challenges facing Sefton, with rising levels of 
harm linked to increases in consumption over the past few decades. Nationally, 
one person is killed every single hour by alcohol, 1.2 million people are admitted 
to hospital due to alcohol related causes every year and countless others see their 
health damaged. It is not just dependent drinkers who experience alcohol harm 
and there is a sizeable cohort of people who drink at risky levels but who do not 
necessarily understand the potential health, personal and social consequences of 
their behaviour.

1.2 Alcohol does not just harm the individual drinker; it plays a significant role in child 
abuse and neglect, domestic violence, family breakdown and crime and disorder - 
it is a factor in around half of all violent crime. Problematic alcohol use disrupts 
families and damages entire communities with the negative impacts associated 
with alcohol use impacting on most areas within the UK. The Government has 
estimated that alcohol costs the country more than £21bn each year due to its 
impact on health, crime and society. Sefton suffers disproportionate harm when 
compared to the rest of the country, with estimated costs to the NHS alone of over 
£20 million each year. 27% of the adult population in Sefton are estimated to be 
drinking at increasing and higher risk levels with 86% of alcohol sold for less than 
50 pence per unit being consumed by drinkers in these categories. There are 
4,472 hospital admissions caused by alcohol each year, with 79 adults dying as a 
result of alcohol consumption every year. 10,762 crimes including 2,342 thefts and 
robberies, 6,345 incidents of criminal damage and 2,074 violence incidents are 
caused by alcohol each year in Sefton.



1.3 Commentators including the World Health Organization (WHO), the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the National Institute for 
Health and Clinical Excellent (NICE) and Public Health England have all stated 
that the most effective way to reduce alcohol harm is to reduce the affordability of 
alcohol. Currently, alcohol is 64% more affordable than it was in 1987. Beer sold 
in supermarkets has become 188% more affordable over the same period. 

1.4 To address similar issues to those faced in Sefton, Scotland introduced a 
minimum unit price for alcohol (MUP) in May 2018, after a long legal battle against 
sections of the alcohol industry. The Welsh Government has also legislated for 
MUP, which is expected to be introduced in 2020. MUP is linked to the strength of 
the product and works by setting a floor price below which a product cannot be 
sold. In that way, it increases the price of the cheapest drinks which are most 
typically consumed by increasing and higher risk drinkers.

1.5 Research from Sheffield University indicates that an MUP of 50 pence would save 
lives, prevent crime, protect the most vulnerable and save the NHS money. Sefton 
would see significant benefits from the introduction of a 50 pence MUP including:
• £388,974 savings to the NHS locally per year,
• Alcohol related hospital admissions would fall by 210 per year
• 122 deaths would be prevented in the next 20 years
• 244 fewer alcohol associated crimes would be committed per year

1.6     That same research clearly shows that MUP impacts on those people drinking at 
high risk levels, while leaving the average moderate drinker virtually untouched. It 
is also worth noting that most of the harm prevented would be found in more 
deprived groups. Despite not drinking more than high income groups, they suffer 
the greatest harm. It is also worth noting that previous research has shown that 
less than 1% of products sold in pubs would be affected by a 50 pence MUP. 

2. Policy Implications

2.1 Given the disproportionate levels of harm experienced across the North of 
England, the view expressed at Stakeholder meetings showcasing this
research, held in Warrington and Durham in late 2018, was that the North West 
and North East should work together to influence national MUP discussions. As a 
working group, the aim is to facilitate and encourage willing participant local 
authorities to work together to influence the national debate on MUP.

           
2.2      In light of the harms caused in Sefton by the widespread availability of cheap 

alcohol and the improvements in alcohol related health and crime promised by the 
above research, work is now underway to start the process of building public and 
political support for MUP and to seek to engage with politicians and Parliament. 
The Health & Wellbeing Board is asked to support the call to urge any new 
Government in Westminster to introduce MUP in England without delay.

2.3      The original research project into MUP was founded in legal advice which 
identified the Sustainable Communities Act (SCA) as a possible locally driven 
route for implementation of a national MUP should there be no appetite from 
Central Government at this point. The Board is asked to support, should the 
Government be unwilling to introduce MUP, joining a group of North West and 
North East Councils to take local action on this issue. Such an approach would 



enable consultation with local people on making a bid to introduce MUP at a 
regional/sub-regional/local level by making a bid using the Sustainable 
Communities Act.


